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APPENDIX 14

The following are suggested prayers for use duving the election process.

PRAYERS DURING THE ELECTION PROCESS

A. PRAYERS AT THE FIRST SESS10ON

1. Opening Prayers

If the initial werdiip service is followed frnmediately or very shortly by
the first session af the slection chapter, the presiding nfficer may begin
the session simpfy by an hrvitation to sifent prayer and then add o
prayer of bis s o7 onke of the prayers given below,

if theve is a greater imterval of time between the initiel worship service
and the fivst session of the election chapier, this scasiont way begin with
the singing of a byrn to the Holy Spint. This may be foffowed by
breicf silent prayer and a prayer offered by the presiding officer.

I;

Almighty Facher,

look with favor upon these manks

who have pathered to ddect their abbot,

Guide them by your Holy Spiri

o choose a man alter your own heart,

who may lead them always into the ways ol peace.
We ak this through Christ our Lord,

Lord our Gaod,

your Son promised to be with those who gather in
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Make us aware of his presenee among us,

and enlighten us to understand what is right and
good in your sight.
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May the deliberations of this day

serve to bring these servants of yours together
peacefully into one family

and keep them united in brotherly love.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Gracious Father,

visit us with your Haly Spirir.

Open our hearts to the truth

and enable us 1o speak 1t in love.

Give us the wisdom and courage,

patience and vision

to seek only your glory and the good of all.
We ask this throwgh Christ our Lord.

The presiding officer begins:

We stand before you, Holy Spirit,

conscious of our sinlulness,

yeu gathered in your name.

Al eanttnue:

Come to us, Spirit of holiness,

remain with us and enlighten our hearts,

Give us light and strength 1o know your will,
to make it our own, and o live it in our lives.
Guide us by your wisdom,

support us by your power,

for you are Ged,

sharing the glory of Father and Son.

Help us to act prudemly, impartially,

and with integrivy.

Unite us to yourself in the bond of love

and keep us faithful to all that is true,

so that all our decisions may be pleasing to you
and that we may receive the roward

promised to good and laithful servants,
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II. Concluding Prayers

At the end of the first session (andZor fts recoss) the presiding offtcer
may inwtte afl o say the Lovd's prayer ov the "Glory be 1o the
Father, ™ tagether; or be wnay offer anc of the prayers given befow,

1.

Almighy Father, we thank you lor your guidance.
Continue to guide this commumty by your Spirt
so that it may elect from among the candidates

the man maost able ta govern and serve the
communuy ar this tume.

We ask this through Christ our Lard.

Almighty and eernal God,

you know the longing of human hearts;

you guide everything in wisdom and love,

May what has been done here this day

serve the cause of harmony and justice,
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and prosperity.

We ask this through Chnist our Lord.

We give you thanks, most gracious Father,

far the pifts we have received through your
inspiration.

Rencw in us now

the Spirit that guided our holy Faher Benedict.
Filled with this Spirit

may we be cager 1o love wha he loved

and te put into practice what he taught,

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
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B. PRAYERS AT THE ELECTION SESSION
I. Opening Prayers

ff the clection sessian hegins shortly after a cefebration of the Encharist
or an bosr of the Liturgy of the Hours, the presiding officer may open
the sessiony il ant Invitation o silent prayer and thon aefd a prayer of
bis own or one of the prayers given below,

i the election session does not follow shortfy wpon the Fuchariss or a
prayer service, the apening prayer affored by the presifing officer iy
be preceded by a bymn to the Holy Spivie.

1, Almighty Faher,
guide our hearis and minds
throvghout this election.
May we be led enurely by vhe 1laly Spine
and so elect to be our abbor
the man most able to fulfill this rask.
We ask this through Christ our Lord,

2. God our Father,
you sent the Sun of Justice
to rise [or our justification
and 1o enlighten the darkness of our world.
May he now illumine our minds and hearts
widy the presence of his Spiniy,
so that upon completing the task belore us
we may in truth say with the prophet:
“l have not concealad your justice
within my heart;
your truth and your salvation T have declared.”
We make this prayer
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Sen,
who lves and reigns
with you and the Holy Spinr,
ane God, lor ever and ever.
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5 Gracious God and Father,
you have gathered us here as one lamily
50 that together we may seek your will,
Guidv us by your Foly Spirit,
the Spirit of wisdom and truth,
the Spint of compassion and peace.
And when we have come 1o see
what you ask of us,
help us Lo accomplish it in unity of heart.
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.

IT. Concluding Prayers

If the eleceinn session is remporavily recwssed before theve bas been an
clection, the presiding officer may conclude teis pavifcular session with
a prayer; he may use one of the orations given above for the conclusion
of the first session or offer ane of bis own. I there is an elvction, the
session fs conclnded by o thanksgiving service fice Appendix 15/



