Svllabus for Novitiate Course on Scripture

These topics are presented with the intention of bringing the novice(s) into a general knowledge
of Sacred Scripture. While providing a basic academic knowledge of Scriptural hermeneutics
and an overview of the traditions comprising the Bible, these studies also form the basis for
lectio divina. Some of the resources listed may be better used by the novice master alone who
can use them as a resource in the application of any given topic.

Topics
1. Introduction to Scripture
2. Old Testament
3. New Testament
4. Relation of Scripture Study to Monastic Practices
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General Course Outline

1. Introduction to Scripture
a. What is Revelation? What is the Bible?
b. Origin of the Scriptures
c. Inspiration and Inerrancy
d. The senses of Scripture

2. Old Testament
a. History of Israel
b. Pentateuch
c. Introduction to the Prophets



d. Wisdom Literature

Seek to understand the relationship between God and Israel, God and the
monastic community.

e. Psalms
i. Hebrew poetry
ii. Types of Psalms:
1. Praise, thanks, lament, historical, cursing (imprecatory)
2. Historical and practical understanding of the Psalms

3. New Testament
a. Divisions:
i. Gospels and Acts
ii. Epistles
iii. Revelation
b. Development of the Gospels: Three Stages
c. Authorship

4. Relation to Scripture Study to Monastic Practices
a. Lectio divina
b. Liturgy:
i. Use in Lectionary for Mass
ii. Use in Vigils/Office of Readings
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